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APPENDIX A: 

THE BIOLOGICAL HAZARD SYMBOL 

The symbol is fluorescent orange or orange-red.  The backgrounds may be any color 
that provides sufficient contrast for the symbol to be clearly defined. 
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APPENDIX B: 

DISPOSAL OF SHARPS WASTE 

Sharps waste includes hypodermic needles, syringes, scalpels, razor blades, and contaminated 
broken glass articles.  Containers used for the disposal of sharps should be rigid, non-
breakable, leak-proof, puncture resistant, and have a sealing lid. This should be a container 
specifically designed and approved for sharps. Filled containers are disposed of as a sealed 
unit.  

METHOD OF DISPOSAL 

 Containers should be distinctly labeled as BIOHAZARD-SHARPS, employing the universal
biological hazard symbol as part of the labeling.

 Containers should not be overfilled, preventing the proper closing of the lid.
 Contact a medical supply vendor (Fisher, Grainger, or a local vendor) to obtain replacement

sharps containers.  Environmental Health and Safety does not provide them.

DISPOSAL OF PIPETTES AND PIPETTE TIPS 

Place items directly into the red infectious waste barrel or in a cardboard box or other rigid 
container and lined with a biohazard bag.  The container/box must be large enough to hold the 
pipettes and not extend beyond the top of the container.  It must also contain the biohazard 
label and the word “Sharps” or “May Contain Sharps”.  Place the bag into a red barrel when 2/3 
full.  

Pipettes and tips that are not contaminated with biological or chemical materials should be 
placed into a box or other sturdy container lined with a clear plastic bag and disposed of through 
the normal solid waste. 

Pipettes and tips that are contaminated with chemicals must be disposed of chemical waste. 
Please visit http://ehs.uc.edu/chemical for proper disposal procedures for chemical waste. 

http://ehs.uc.edu/chemical
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APPENDIX C: 

An infectious/biological waste disposal label must be attached to all containers being removed by 
the Office of Environmental Health and Safety.     

These labels can be obtained by logging onto our web site: http://ehs.uc.edu/biological 

http://ehs.uc.edu/biological
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APPENDIX D: 
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APPENDIX E 

INFECTIOUS WASTE SPILL CONTAINMENT/CLEAN-UP 

PROCEDURES 

UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI 

Infectious Waste Coordinator: Matt Schnetzer (Jason Lambers) - (513) 556-4968  

Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S), P.O. Box 210218, Cincinnati, OH 45221-0218 

LOCATIONS OF KITS: 

HOXWORTH: Room G408; Vehicles: S80668, S80659, & S80574 

UC SAFETY DEPARTMENT: Vehicles: S80627 & S80511  

ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS: BUILDING   ROOM __________ 

1) INFECTIOUS WASTE SPILL KITS SHOULD BE KEPT IN ALL AREAS WHERE

INFECTIOUS WASTE IS GENERATED (see list below for items required in the kit).

2) Limit access to the spill area only to authorized personnel; use appropriate protective equipment

(gloves, safety glasses, lab coat, etc.)

3) Place broken containers and spillage inside bags (in the spill kit), minimizing exposure; broken

glass and/or other sharps waste must be put into a sharps container

4) Use absorbent materials to collect any liquids spilled in the area.  The used absorbent materials

shall be considered infectious waste;

5) After the spilled materials have been contained, liquids absorbed and solids removed, clean the

contaminated area by adequately applying a disinfectant (10% v/v household bleach or a

tuberculocidal hospital disinfectant registered with the U.S. EPA).  Allow the solution to be in

contact with the affected area for a minimum of 30 minutes (for household bleach) or the length

of time specified on the manufacturer’s label

6) Replenish spill containment and clean up kit;

7) Call for emergency assistance, as needed (Dial 911 for University Dispatch; Safety Office: 556-

4968; Work Control: 558-2500

8) Report all infectious waste spills to Environmental Health & Safety (phone: 556-4968).

SPILL KITS SHALL CONTAIN:  Absorbent Material, Disinfectant (Bleach), Gloves, 
Biohazard Bag(s), Boundary Tape and a First Aid 
Kit. 

NOTE: Although most of these items are kept in a laboratory, it is recommended that a 
dedicated box contain these items and be labeled as such.  Also, attach this document 
to the spill kit container or in another conspicuous location. 

EH&S 

4/97, 4/98, 4/99, 6/00, 11/00, 4/01, 6/08, 2/12, 10/13 


